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tices, with no religious character, but which are
remnants   of   primitive   cults.   French Protes-
tants all along have fought what they considered
the superstitions of Catholicism, which were, in
reality, the survival of the old ethnic religions
which the clergy never were able to extirpate.
Again, at the height of her power, the Church
almost   worshipped   theological,   philosophical,
and ecclesiastical immobility.   For her the most
dreaded   enemy   was   the innovator.    In  this
French reformers were at one with the Catholic
clergy.    When they were accused of being in-
novators, they denied the charge.   They simply
wished, they asserted, to go back through past
changes to Christ; they were the true conserva-
tives.    The   idea   of  progress   had never en-
tered as yet into the French mind.    It was in
the name of conservatism that Protestants began
their work.    Their religious conceptions were
shaped by one of the greatest men who ever lived,
John Calvin, who inspired and to some extent
organised the churches  of France.    The first
Protestant church was formed at Meaux in 1525,
and from that time to the dawn of the French
Revolution, with only one important break of
continuity, the history of French Protestants is
a long martyrdom, with paroxysms of intensity,
such as the Massacre of Vassy, the Massacre of